
NEWmonthly Valuation Days with TV’s
Thomas Forrester
Next Valuation Day

21st of October Stafford
Come along and find out more about your treasured possessions.

Foregate Street Vintage Emporium, Stafford, ST16 2PR 10am-3pm
28th of October 2024 (Wombourne)

7 Maypole Street WombourneWV5 9JB
Call 01384 931001 or email dudley@specialauctionservices.com

Film poster found in a
West Midlands Attic

SOLD FOR £2,250

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 Est. 1874 | Price £1.20

PLUS:
FIRE SERVICE
CHAOS LATEST
– PAGE 4

Beer campaign group
Camra today warned
that local breweries
could be lost unless they
are backed by pubs and
drinkers alike.
The real ale lobby group has

backed the Express & Star’s rally-
ing call for people to support local
breweries in the wake of the deci-
sion by Carlsberg to end large-scale
production in the city by closing
Banks’s Brewery.
The E&S has launched a cam-

paign to highlight the many smaller
breweries across the Black Country
and Staffordshire that give our re-
gion character and employ hun-
dreds of workers.
The Campaign for Real Ale today

warned that smaller producers of
beer face a fight to get their prod-
ucts into pubs, which are dominat-
ed by larger international brands.
Shelly Bentley, West Midland re-

gional director for Camra, warned
other local breweries would go the
same way as Banks’s if people did
not support them.
She said: “We are going to lose

them if people do not buy the beer,
they are going to close. They can’t
continue if people don’t buy their
beer.
“And that will mean there will be

less choice for the consumer.
“One of the things that people

like about real ale is the choice you

get. But all these different beers are
going to disappear if people don’t
buy them, and all they will have
then is the choice of a small number
of beers from the big breweries.”
Around 100 jobs are at risk from

the closure of the Banks’s plant at
Chapel Ash, as part of a move by
Carlsberg to shift production to
Burton upon Trent.
West Midlands Mayor Richard

Parker has asked for a meeting
with Carlsberg Marston’s execu-
tives, asking them to reconsider
their plans.
The 149-year-old brewery, which

is described by Mr Parker as a
“cultural cornerstone of the Black
Country” is set to close next year,
vacating the city centre site.
l Jobs – Page 2

MARK ANDREWS
mark.andrews@mnamedia.co.uk

Michelin-starred restaurant Purnell’s has closed after 17 years.
Owner Glynn Purnell today spoke of his deep sadness. The chef
says he has suffered tough trading conditions. Full story – Page 3
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